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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.360 

§ 660.351 Recreational fishery—defini-
tions. 

These definitions are specific to the 
recreational fisheries covered in this 
subpart. General groundfish definitions 
are defined at § 660.11, subpart C. 

Bag limit means the number of fish 
available to an angler. 

Boat limit means the number of fish 
available to for a vessel or boat. 

Hook limit means a limit on the num-
ber of hooks on any given fishing line. 

§ 660.352 Recreational fishery—prohi-
bitions. 

These prohibitions are specific to the 
recreational fisheries. General ground-
fish prohibitions are found at § 660.12, 
subpart C. In addition to the general 
groundfish prohibitions specified in 
§ 600.12, subpart C, of this chapter, it is 
unlawful for any person to: 

(a) Sell, offer to sell, or purchase any 
groundfish taken in the course of rec-
reational groundfish fishing. 

(b) Use fishing gear other than hook- 
and-line or spear for recreational fish-
ing. 

§ 660.353 Recreational fishery—record-
keeping and reporting. 

Recordkeeping and reporting require-
ments at § 660.13 (a) through (c), sub-
part C, apply to the recreational fish-
ery. 

§ 660.360 Recreational fishery—man-
agement measures. 

(a) General. Federal recreational 
groundfish regulations are not in-
tended to supersede any more restric-
tive state recreational groundfish regu-
lations relating to federally-managed 
groundfish. The bag limits include fish 
taken in both state and Federal waters. 

(b) Gear restrictions. The only types of 
fishing gear authorized for recreational 
fishing are hook-and-line and spear. 
Spears may be propelled by hand or by 
mechanical means. More fishery-spe-
cific gear restrictions may be required 
by state as noted in paragraph (c) of 
this section (e.g. California’s rec-
reational ‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery). 

(c) State-specific recreational fishery 
management measures. Federal rec-
reational groundfish regulations are 
not intended to supersede any more re-
strictive State recreational groundfish 

regulations relating to federally-man-
aged groundfish. Off the coast of Wash-
ington, Oregon, and California, boat 
limits apply, whereby each fisher 
aboard a vessel may continue to use 
angling gear until the combined daily 
limits of groundfish for all licensed and 
juvenile anglers aboard has been at-
tained (additional state restrictions on 
boat limits may apply). 

(1) Washington. For each person en-
gaged in recreational fishing off the 
coast of Washington, the groundfish 
bag limit is 12 groundfish per day, in-
cluding rockfish, cabezon and lingcod. 
Within the groundfish bag limit, there 
are sub-limits for rockfish, lingcod, 
and cabezon outlined in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i)(D) of this section. The rec-
reational groundfish fishery is open 
year-round except for lingcod, which 
has season dates outlined in paragraph 
(c)(1)(iv) of this section. In the Pacific 
halibut fisheries, retention of ground-
fish is governed in part by annual man-
agement measures for Pacific halibut 
fisheries, which are published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. The following sea-
sons, closed areas, sub-limits and size 
limits apply: 

(i) Recreational groundfish conserva-
tion areas off Washington—(A) North 
coast recreational yelloweye rockfish con-
servation area. Recreational fishing for 
groundfish and halibut is prohibited 
within the North Coast Recreational 
Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area 
(YRCA). It is unlawful for recreational 
fishing vessels to take and retain, pos-
sess, or land groundfish taken with rec-
reational gear within the North Coast 
Recreational YRCA. A vessel fishing in 
the North Coast Recreational YRCA 
may not be in possession of any 
groundfish. Recreational vessels may 
transit through the North Coast Rec-
reational YRCA with or without 
groundfish on board. The North Coast 
Recreational YRCA is defined by lati-
tude and longitude coordinates speci-
fied at § 660.70, subpart C. 

(B) South coast recreational yelloweye 
rockfish conservation area. Recreational 
fishing for groundfish and halibut is 
prohibited within the South Coast Rec-
reational YRCA. It is unlawful for rec-
reational fishing vessels to take and re-
tain, possess, or land groundfish taken 
with recreational gear within the 
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